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systems. Judging by Table 1, REC, 
especially, appears to focus on well-
established research, such as formal 
methods. Although those advances 
are a key enabler of safety- and secu-
rity-critical software, RE specifically 
for such systems does not appear to 
be a trending topic. For example, 

security is only ranked 30th at REC, 
113th in REJ, and 114th at REFSQ, 
while safety is 44th at REC, 54th at 
REFSQ, and 113th in REJ (see the 
full data set link in the “Over the 
Past 10 Years” section). In conclu-
sion, while a lot was accomplished, 
there is room for opportunity.

Strategic Research/Industry 
Partnerships
As Cheng and Atlee emphasized, 
and many RE researchers and prac-
tit ioners would agree, strategic 
academic–industrial partnerships 
are key success factors for meaning-
ful RE advancement. Yet, curiously, 
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Person is a top author with more than 20 papers.

Person coauthored more than three papers with a top author.

Person is a coauthor with at least two top authors.
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FIGURE 1. The most prolific authors and their coauthors.


